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Motivation forresearch

Recent droughtsausefor increasedconcern

Rainfallin SE is moderated ByNSO
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providesdrinking water to almost five million people here has been
draining away in awithering drought. Sandy beaches have expanded
into flats of orange mud. Tree sum ps not seenin half a century have
resurfaced. Scientists have warned of impending disaster.
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And life, for the most part, has gone
on just as before.
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The response to the worst drought on

record in the South east has unfolded in ultr a-slow motion.
All summer, more than ayear after the drought began,
fountains sprayed and football fields were watered,
prisoners got two showers a day and Coca-Cola& bottling
plants chugged along at full strength. On an 81-degree day
this month, an outd oor theme park began to manufactur e
what was intended to be al12-million-gallon mountain of
sSnow.

John Bazemore/Associated Press

By September, with the lake forecast to dip into the dregs
of its storage capacity in less than four months, the sate
imposed a ban on outd oor water use.

Low levels this month at Lake Lanier,
which supplies water to Atlanta. The
Southeast has been slow to respond
to its drought.
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Views of Comm y Water System Managers in
Pennsylvania’s Susquehanna River Basin!
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-Management structures anc [}
institutions

-Geographical contexts

-Water sources

-Stakeholders

-Resources/Capacity
5/10/12




Research Approach
Region and sectorspecific assessment of stakeholders is essential tc

providing useful and relevant forecasts and decision support

4 ,, —_—
Develop /Data and cluster Semi Cross state
web-based analysis of survey structured analysis of
survey results interviews results
4 N 4 N 4 '
wDistribute wEX. Forecast wFollow up on wldentify
survey to users despite survey results e
| water . barriers of interest to bridges for
managers in WEX. Adaptive | team adaptation in
Al., Fl., and | responsesto |~ ACE
Ga. past events
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Ongoing Iterativdeedback using tools/forecasts
currently underdevelopment
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Online survey

(0 Assessing Southeast Water Man... y Software % | %o} Southeastern US. Water Manage... l + l
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1b. If one of your responsibilities is providing municipal water supply, what is the
population you serve?

© 500 people or fewer

0 501-3,300 people

© 3,301-50,000 people

© 50,001-100,000 pecple

© 100,001-200,000 people
© 200,001-500,000 people
© more than 500,000 people
© Do not know

© Not applicable
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FIndings

A Survey respondents

A Use ofclimateinformation

A Needfor climate information

A Barriersto using climate information

A Opportunitiesto improve the integration of
climate information

A Future directions
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Water managers surveyed
Who responded to the survey?

Surveys
successfully Surveysompleted Responseate
emailed

Georgia Alabama Florida Total
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Water managers surveyed
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Use Use of seasonal climate forecasts
(n=85)

100% B Aware of but
don't use

<’ Not Aware of '>
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Use Use of seasonal climaterecasts

50% by water managers by state
(of those who reportedly use SCFs)
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